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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-33 are pending and have been examined. The priority date considered for the 
application is 19 March 2001. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract must not exceed 150 
words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent iinless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat No. 
6,347,398 to Parthasarathy et al. (hereinafter Parthasarathy). 

With respect to claim 1, Parthasarathy discloses, in a computer that communicates with 
other computers over a network (see FIG. 2), a method for automatically updating software 
components at the computer (see the title and abstract), the method comprising the acts of: 

(a) accessing a data file (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows accessing an HTML 
data file), wherein the data file includes: 
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(i) content data (see column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that multimedia content 
is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component inforaiation and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version information included in 
the file that references the software components required for the content data); 

(b) comparing the component information and the version information with software 
components installed at the computer and identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see column 10, lines 15-25, which shows 
comparing the information with the software components installed on the local computer and 
identifying the required version); 

(c) requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component 
from one of said other computers (see column 13, lines 42-58, which shows downloading the 
required version of the required software component from a remote computer); and 

(d) using the required version of the required software component to process the content 
data (see column 9, lines 22-32, which shows using the required software component for the 
multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 2, Parthasarathy further discloses the act of receiving the data file 
fi-om a server associated with the network (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows receiving 
the HTML data file fi-om a remote server). 
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With respect to claim 3, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software component is 
installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows determining whether the 
software component is installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 4, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows determining 
the previous version of the component installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 5, Parthasarathy further discloses the act of installing the updated 
component files (see column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing the software components). 

With respect to claim 6, Parthasarathy further discloses the act of receiving the data file 
(see column 11, lines 21-25), wherein: 

(a) the data file is received from a source external to the computer (see column 11, lines 
21-25, which shows receiving the HTML data file from a remote server); 

(b) the data file is a web document (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows that the 
data file is an HTML document, i.e. a web document); and 

(c) the required software component includes fianctionality associated with a feature of a 
web browser operating at the computer (see column 9, lines 22-32 and 55-62, which show that 
the software component provides fixnctionality to a web browser). 
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With respect to claim 7, Parthasarathy further discloses the act of identifying a network 
location from which the required version of the required software component is to be received 
(see column 13, lines 49-58, which shows identifying a network location from which to obtain 
the software component). 

With respect to claim 8, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying the network location comprises the act of requesting and receiving from a first 
computer associated with the network an update table that specifies the network location (see 
column 14, lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 45-50, which show receiving a control file having 
an update table that specifies network locations). 

With respect to claim 9, Parthasarathy further discloses the acts of: 

(a) determining that a required version of another required software component is ateady 
installed at the computer (see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows determining the version of a 
file or component afready installed on the local computer); and 

(b) processing the content data with the required version of said other required software 
component akeady installed at the computer without requesting or receiving the required version 
of said other software component from any other computer associated with the network (see 
column 17, lines 45-60, which shows not downloading files or components ah*eady installed on 
the local computer). 

With respect to claim 10, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component is conducted 
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without requesting or receiving an updated copy of an entire software program that includes both 
the required version of the required software component and other required software components 
(see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows receiving the required version of the required software 
component without downloading the entire software program). 

With respect to claim 11, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the 
component information and the version information are encoded in the data file by a publisher of 
the data file (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows that the component and version 
information is embedded or encoded in the HTML data file), the data file having been generated 
by the publisher using development software that includes functionality corresponding to the 
functionality of the required version of the required software component that is requested and 
received fi-om said other computer (see column 9, lines 22-32 and 55-62, which show that the 
software component provides functionality to a web browser; note that inherently, the data file 
and the included content must be generated in some fashion using development software with 
corresponding functionality). 

With respect to claim 12, Parthasarathy discloses, in a computer that communicates with 
other computers over a network (see FIG. 2), a method for automatically updating software 
components of a processing program at the computer so that the updated software components 
can be used to process content data of a data file (see the title and abstract), the method 
comprising the acts of 

(a) opening the data file using the processing software (see column 11, lines 21-25, which 
shows opening the HTML data file using a browser), wherein the data file includes: 
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(i) content data (see column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that multimedia content 
is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version information included in 
the file that references the software components required for the content data); 

(b) comparing the component information and the version information with data 
identifying software components already installed at the client computer and versions of the 
installed software components (see column 10, lines 15-25, which shows comparing the 
information with the software components installed on the local computer and identifying the 
required version); 

(c) based on the act of comparing, identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
identifying the required version of the required software component not yet installed on the local 
computer); 

(d) requesting an update table fi'om another computer associated with the network, 
wherein the update table specifies a network location fi-om which the required version of the 
required software component can be obtained (see column 14, lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 
45-50, which show requesting a control file having an update table that specifies network 
locations fi'om which the required components can be obtained); 

(e) receiving the requested update table (see column 14, lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 
45-50, which show receiving the control file having the update table); 
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(f) based on the update table, identifying said network location from which the required 
version of the required software component can be obtained (see column 17, lines 45-60, which 
shows identifying network locations from which the required components can be obtained); 

(g) requesting the required version of the required software component from the network 
location (see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the 
required software components); 

(h) receiving the required version of the required software component from the network 
location (see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the 
required software components); and 

(i) installing the required version of the required software component, thereby updating 
the software components of the processing software such that the required version of the required 
software component can be used to process the content data (see column 9, lines 42-45, which 
shows installing the software components). 

With respect to claim 13, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein at least 
some of the computers are server computers, the method further comprising the act of receiving 
the data file from one of the server computers (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows 
receiving the HTML data file from a remote server). 

With respect to claim 14, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein at least 
one of the server computers is a software server related to the processing program of the client 
computer (see column 15, lines 39-47, which shows that the server computers are software 
servers). 
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With respect to claim 15, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
receiving the data file comprises the act of receiving a web document fi*om one of the server 
computers (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML document, i.e. a web 
document), wherein the processing program is a web browser and the required version of the 
required software component is associated with the web browser (see column 9, lines 55-62, 
which shows that the software component is associated with a web browser). 

With respect to claim 16, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
requesting the update table comprises the act of requesting the update table fi-om the software 
server (see column 14, lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 45-50, which show requesting a control 
file having an update table fi*om the software server). 

With respect to claim 17, Parthasarathy ftirther discloses the act of sending the update 
table requested fi-om the software server through the network to the computer (see column 14, 
lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 45-50, which show sending the control file having the update 
table over the network). 

With respect to claim 18, Parthasarathy further discloses the step of sending the required 
version of the required software component fi^om the network location to the computer through 
the network (see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the 
required software components over the network). 
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With respect to claim 19, Parthasarathy further discloses the hmitation wherein the 
network is a global communications network (see column 6, lines 44-56 and column 1, lines 20- 
31, which show that the network is the Internet, a global communications network). 

With respect to claim 20, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software component is 
yet installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows determining whether the 
software component is installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 21, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component has ateady been installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
determining the previous version of the component installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 22, Parthasarathy discloses a computer program product for 
implementing, in a computer that communicates with other computers over a network (see FIG. 
2), a method for automatically updating software components at the computer (see the title and 
abstract), the computer program product comprising a computer-readable medium carrying 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed, cause the computer to perform the method 
(see column 4, line 64 to column 5, line 21), wherein the method comprises the acts of 

(a) accessing a data file (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows accessing an HTML 
data file), wherein the data file includes: 
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(i) content data (see column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that multimedia content 
is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version information included in 
the file that references the software components required for the content data); 

(b) comparing the component information and the version information with software 
components installed at the computer and identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see column 10, lines 15-25, which shows 
comparing the information with the software components installed on the local computer and 
identifying the required version); 

(c) requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component 
from one of said other computers (see column 13, lines 42-58, which shows downloading the 
required version of the required software component from a remote computer); and 

(d) using the required version of the required software component to process the content 
data (see column 9, lines 22-32, which shows using the required software component for the 
multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 23, Parthasarathy further discloses the Hmitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software component is 
installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows determining whether the 
software component is installed on the local computer). 
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With respect to claim 24, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the act of 
identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed at the 
computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows determining 
the previous version of the conponent installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 25, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the 
required version of the required component is associated with browser software that operates at 
the computer and processes the content data (see column 9, lines 55-62, which shows that the 
software component is associated with a web browser and processes the multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 26, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the 
method further comprises the act of installing the required version of the required software 
component after the required version of the required software component is received at the 
computer (see column 9, lines 33-45, which shows downloading and subsequently installing the 
software components). 

With respect to claim 27, Parthasarathy discloses a system of networked computers that is 
capable of automatically updating software components of a processing program of a computer 
included in the system so that the updated software components can be used to process content 
data of a data file (see the title and abstract), the system comprising: 

(a) a computer, wherein the computer includes a memory module which stores software 
components of the processing program that are used to process the data file (see column 6, lines 
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44-56, which shows a local computer having a memory module that stores a processing program 
used to process the data file; see also column 9, lines 55-62, which shows the software 
components of the processing program); 

(b) a plurality of servers with memory modules that store updated software components 
(see column 15, lines 39-47, which shows a pluraUty of software servers), wherein one of the 
plurality of servers is a software server with a memory module that stores a table of available 
updated software components related to the processing program and the network locations from 
which the updated software components can be obtained (see column 16, lines 45-50, which 
shows a control file stored on the software server having a table of network locations from which 
updated software components can be obtained), wherein the computer uses a communication 
module to interface with the plurality of servers (see column 6, lines 56-65, which shows a 
network interface); 

(c) a communication network that connects the computer with the plurality of servers (see 
column 6, lines 44-56, which shows a communication network); and 

(d) processing means at the computer (see colunnn 4, line 64 to column 5, line 13) for: 

(i) comparing component information and version information of a data file 
specifying required software components and required versions thereof that are to be used 
to process content data included in the data file with software components installed at the 
computer and identifying a required version of a required software component that is not 
yet installed at the computer (see column 10, lines 4-25, which shows comparing 
component and version information in the data file with the software components 
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installed on the local computer and identifying the required version of the required 
software component not yet installed); and 

(ii) automatically obtaining the required version of the required software 
component from a network location specified in said table (see column 17, lines 45-60, 
which shows downloading the required versions of the required software components 
based on the table in the control file). 

With respect to claim 28, Parthasarathy fixrther discloses the limitation wherein the 
processing means for automatically obtaining the required version of the required software 
component comprise processing means for: 

(a) creating a list of the required version of the required software component and any 
other required versions of other required software components (see column 16, line 53 to column 
17, line 36, which shows a Ust of the required versions of required software components); 

(b) obtaining the table of available updated software components (see column 14, lines 
25-40 and column 16, lines 45-50, which show obtaining a control file having an table of 
software components); 

(c) requesting the required version of the required software component from the network 
location specified in said table (see column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the 
required versions of the required software components); 

(d) receiving the required version of the required software component (see column 17, 
lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the required software 
components); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/8 1 1 ,977 Page 1 5 

Art Unit: 2122 

(e) installing the required version of the required software component such that the 
processing program can use the required version of the required software component to process 
the content data of the data file (see column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing the software 
components). 

With respect to claim 29, Parthasarathy fiirther discloses the limitation wherein the 
network locations fi-om which the updated software components can be obtained are associated 
with addresses of the plurality of servers (see column 15, lines 39-47, which shows the plurality 
of servers fi*om which the updated software components can be obtained). 

With respect to claim 30, Parthasarathy discloses a system for automatically updating 
software components of a processing program of a computer system so that the updated software 
components can be used to process content data of a data file (see the title and abstract), the 
system comprising: 

(a) means for opening a data file (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows opening an 
HTML data file), wherein the data file includes: 

(i) content data (see column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that multimedia content 
is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version information included in 
the file that references the software components required for the content data); 
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(b) means for reading the component information and the version information (see 
column 10, lines 15-25, which shows reading the component and version information); 

(c) means for logically comparing the component information and the version 
information with the software components already installed at the computer to determine 
whether any required version of any required software component is not yet installed at the 
computer (see column 10, lines 15-25, which shows comparing the information with the software 
components installed on the local computer and identifying the required version); 

(d) means for requesting fi*om a source extemal to the computer said any required version 
of said any required software component that is not yet installed at the computer (see column 13, 
lines 42-58, which shows downloading the required version of the required software component 
from a remote computer); 

(e) means for receiving said any required version of said any required software 
components sent by the source (see column 13, lines 42-58, which shows downloading the 
required version of the required software component from a remote computer); 

(f) and means for installing said any required version of said any required software 
component such that the computer can use updated versions of the required software components 
to process the content data (see column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing the software 
components). 

With respect to claim 31, Parthasarathy fiirther discloses means for receiving the data file 
from a computer associated with the network (see column 11, lines 21-25, which shows 
receiving the HTML data file from a remote server). 





« 
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With respect to claim 32, Parthasarathy further discloses means for identifying a network 
location associated with said source external to the computer from which at least one of said any 
required versions of said any software components can be obtained (see column 13, Hnes 49-58, 
which shows identifying a network location from which to obtain the software component). 

With respect to claim 33, Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein the means 
for logically comparing is capable of comparing the component information and the version 
information with data identifying software components already installed at the cUent computer 
and versions of the installed software components (see column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
comparing the information with the versions of the component installed on the local computer). 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Pat. No. 6,493,871 to McGuire et al. discloses a method for updating software 
by downloading only the required files. U.S. Pat. No. 6,314,565 to Kenner et al. discloses a 
method for automatically updating software components. U.S. Pat. No. 5,960,189 to Stupek, Jr. 
et al. discloses a method for automatically upgrading software. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (703) 305-0352. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael J. Yigdall 
MY Examiner 

Art Unit 2122 
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April 6, 2004 




ANTONY NQaYB*«A 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



